
1.) Reduce tire pressure to increase the

tire’s footprint and reduce the impact

on the trail. (start at 20 psi )

2.) Engage 4WD once you leave

pavement to increase your traction

and protect the trail from damage due

to spinning tires.

3.) Engage Low Range to increase

torque and reduce speed.

4.) Choose the path of least

resistance and try to keep your vehicle

as low and level as possible. (while

staying on the designated trail)

5.) Check with the land manager for

trail conditions and closures, and be

sure you have a current map.

15 THINGS

TO KNOW



9.) Use your seatbelt, keep both hands

on the steering wheel at 10 and 2

o’clock, thumbs out, look far down the

trail to visualize your route.

10.) Carry basic recovery gear. 

(Leather gloves, a true recovery strap

with looped eyes, a tree saver strap if

you have a winch and ¾” shackles with a

WLL of 4.75 tons)

11.) Secure your cargo with ratchet straps

or other means. (tools, ice chests, etc.

can bounce around and potentially hurt

you in an accident)

12.) Only use rated recovery or tow

points. (never use a trailer hitch ball,

bumper, or suspension/steering

component)

13.) Tread Lightly! (pick up your trash and

others, don’t drive up and down streams,

minimize your impact on the stream

bank, stay out of sensitive areas)

14.) Be courteous with land owners, other

trail users, and the general public. You

represent our hobby when you are in

public. Please make a good impression.

15.) Take a 4WD driver training class to

minimize the risks to yourself and your

vehicle.

6.) Check the forecast as heavy

precipitation can greatly change a trail’s

difficulty.

7.) Travel with at least one other vehicle

and be prepared with basic tools, a full

sized spare tire, fire extinguisher, full

tank of fuel, extra food or snacks, and

extra drinking water.

8.) Let someone know where you are

going and roughly when you will return.


